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Garden Club Welcomes
French Visitors

By RELLY CLARK

On Junc §7, members of
the Duabury Garden Club
exicaded their haads aad their
green thumbs to welconse vis-
iling guests from their sister
club in Angers, France.

Since 2001, tie Dushury
Free Library has been affitiat.
ed with the English-speaking
libeary in Angers unmler the
direction of hocbe Marshall-
Raimbesu. Afier the sced fora
sister garden club was plant.
ed, plans began for an
exchange program that would
canncct the iwo groups and in
June 2005, Duxbury Garden
Club members New to France.

Duxbury Garden Club
mcmber Lois Jenner said,
“The only thing that occurred
(o mic was an cachange pro-
gram as 3 possibility in the
future.” She sad in a2 matice
of months, Garden Club

.mcnibers were getting on a

planc on their way 10 Angers.

A ycar later, members
from Angers made their way
to Massachusetts where they
were met with a busy iliner-
ary. included on the list of
destinations were the sccret
gardens in Newport, the
Heritage  Plantation  in
Sandwich, 3 our of Historic
Duxbury and the King Cacsar
House and the Edgartown
gardens in Martha's Vineyard.

Angers Ganden Club mem-
ber Jeanie Maiscanave said
she enjoyed the varicd sched-
ule that the Duxbury Garden
Club created for its French
guests. “I’s not just a ques-
tion of visiting 3 place.” she
said. "Ir's also 3 question of
meeting people and making
fricnds.” .

Maryvonne Mantin, anoth-
ef member of the ganden club
in Angers, also cajoyed the
sites, cspecially those in
Newpurt.  She  said  the
Vanderbuilt mansion “looks
like one of our castles in
France.”

Maisonnave caplained her

- Corner

English-speaking hbrary in
Angers  on  conversational
Frcach. She eaplained that
courses ke these are part of a
program subsidized by the
European community.

The Garden Club is very
active in town beautification
and their work can he found a1
the roundabout on Rt, 14, the
flag pole on Washington
Strcet, Town Hall, the Town
Green, the flag pale at Hall's
and the Mower
arrangements at the library
and the John Alden housc.
Duxbuty member Sarah
McCormick explained that
since the Ganden Club proj-
ccts are all volunteer work.
they have 1o raise a lot of
nlontey.

In cuntrast, Maisonnave
said that there isa‘t as much
volunteer work in France
toward town beaulification
because it is subsidized by the
governmenl.  "We  know
where gur taxes go,” she said.

Maisonnave conlinued to
say that there arc ofien deco-
fating compelitions between
towns and cach luwn receives
a “fower rating,” ranging
from one tu threc Mowers. The
flower ratings are much like
Ametica’s slar rating sysicm
amd sighs with cach wwn's
Mlower rating are posted at the
catrance of the towns.,

“Beauty, devign, ant and
flowers are 3 priority in
France,” Duzbury member
Mary Jane Nocl said.

McCormick  said  the
Duxbury Garden Club has
also sponsurcd such decoral.
ing comipetitions, including a
window hox competition for
comntercial businesses,

“Our guests had ncver
been (o the US before,”
Duxbury member Shellcy
Beeby said. “Onc (French]
gentieman aid his whate idea
of America had been ahicred.
He could nrut get over our
openncss, our (ricadliness,
how hard we wark and gencr-
ally our hospitality.

first experiences with gard
ing when Jlc was living on a
Dutch barge off of tlic Scinc.
She started planting a few
pots and planters on the deck
and as she said, “That's how [
started gardening 20 ycars
ago.”

“An awful lot of under-
standing happens in a visit
like this,” Beeby said,

McCormick believes it is
the size of the program that
has made it so successful. “In
3 small exchange. you can do

hi t inary,” she

Marntin, in sddition to culti-
vating a guden made up of
mostly Mowess, teaches a
course for refugees at the

said. “Small is beautiful."
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